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1897 - some the family at Venn Mill: Eleanor, Sarah, Emma, Will, Molly, Heber, WWW & Ruth
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Letter from Alan Stoyel in 1990
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I have been through the trade directory references that
I have for Venn Mill, The only "West" entries that I can see at the
moment are for 1903 and 1907, when "West Wm W, Garford, Abingdon (water)"
and "West J" are ziven as millers respectively, in Kelly's directory for
Berkshire, By 1911 the miller at Venn Mill is Chas, Cotterell,

At Lower Mill, East Hanney, Kelly's directory first gives
a "West" (but no initial) in 1868, Daniel West is shown as miller here in
1869, 1877, 1883, 1887, 1891, 1895, 1899 and 1903.

At Grove the only reference that I have in my records is
in the 1851 census, when Daniel West, a journeyman miller, born at Aston
Tirrold, is given as a lodger - probably at the Lower Mill,

I can find no mention of a West at Blewbury, I am afraid,
nor do the directories seem to note a West at Marcham Mill, However I do
have some information about the last named mill that may interest you,

In the Berkshire Record Office is a bundle of documents
(Ref. No. D/EL T15) relating to Marcham Mill, and the following notes
are extracted from this:
25.4.1901 A letter was sent by Wm, Daniel West of Ven Mill, offering £50
for a 2 year term of tenancy of Marcham Mill by 4 half-yearly instalments
of £12,10s, commencing on May lst,
29.4,1901 A letter was sent by William W, West of Fyfield, Abingdon, to
say that, if his son's offer was accepted, he would guarantee the payment
of the rent,
22,10,1909 A letter was written to William Daniel West, who was now at
Sutton Wick, Abingdon, offering a yearly tenancy from Christmas at £30
per annum rising to £35 after 4 years, An interesting stipulation was
that "--should you vacate Marcham Mill at any time you must not set up in
any other Mill within a radius of four miles thereof." This letter was
written by George James Wicks, who was the owner of the mill between 1902
and 1914,
2%,10.1909 William Daniel West wrote to accept the tenancy.

I have the Poor Rate Book for Garford parish from 1902 to
1904 here at home, as I was given it about 15 years ago. This is largely
in William West's hand and, of course, it gives a great deal of detail
concerning the various properties of Garford, their owners, occupiers,
areas, rentals, rateable values, etc, You must see this when you are over
here next and, if there is any information that you require from it in
the meantime, just let me know. Until you mentioned William West's
involvement in Poor Relief to me I had not appreciated how interesting
you might find this book,

Hoping that this will have been of use, and wishing you
all a very Happy New Year,

Yours sincerely,

Venn Mill race in 2013



