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ONE HOUR A DAY IN SCHOOL is all this trio can stand because of the
need for rest to regain health at Vancouver Preventorium. But the three
of them, Jimmy from Marysville; Donna from Queen Charlotte Island;,
and Dorina from Steveston, are duing well under the guidance of their

teacher, Miss E. West.

- Elsie West

The Province Monday, June 11, 1984,

35 YEARS OF LOVING

The first flickering of Alice Sears’ ambition to
become a teacher goes back to her time as a tear-
el e 1 ¥

That was some 60 years ago in Miss West'’s class
at Bridgeport Road elementary in Richmond.

-“l was so shy and frightened that my sister had
to take me home,” said Mrs. Sears. ;
~“My mother took me back. The class was singing
Ba Ba Black Sheep and Miss West put her arms

 “She held my hands, clapping in time to the

music. | was fine after that and I never forgot Miss
West's love and kiridness.” i

—_The occasion for such fond remembering is that
Mrs. Sears is retiring after 35 years as a teacher.
—-When she cleans out her desk at Elgin school on
June 28, she will become the last of the one-room
school teachers in Surrey. Nz ;

_ Itis nicely appropriate that Elgin and Mrs. Sears
are bowing out together.

" " “The little green school house on 144th Street
will close at the end of the month.

Built in 1921, it is a Surrey heritage site. But in
school budget lingo, it is no longer cost effective
with only 13 kids in Grade 1 and 2 this term.

Elgin has never had much in the way of slick
audio-visual devices found at bigger schools.

But there is an old Yamaha piano. School days
always starts there with Mrs. Sears at the keyboard
and kids gathered round for the singing. Yes, one
of their songs is Ba Ba Black Sheep.

Two Sundays ago, some 200 parents, school
board brass and former students came bearing
gifts at the retirement sendoff for Mrs. Sears,

Elgin's only teacher for 19 years.

They made it clear that Mrs. Sears is something
of a heritage herself.

“She is a loving touching person who knows
when a child needs a hug,” said one of the parents.

“She always gave her pupils a good start by
stressing values and the three Rs and teaching
them to help one another.

* Afterward, Mrs. Sears allowed that the three Rs

and discipline are important in teaching children.
But there’s something else — the Miss West in-
gredient.

“Kindness and love are what really count,” Mrs.
Sears said.

The nice part of it all is that Elgin school prob-
ably hasn't seen the last of Alice Sears.

There are plans to use Elgin as a centre for pre-
school children and hire Mrs. Sears as a house
mother.

“I'd like that,” she said.

“But it would have to be part time. [ need a little
time for myself now.” =
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- Asher West

Surrey
pioneer
Asher
West
a pretty

wonderful

chap

British Columbian, March 19, 1

A pglass of wine for good
health and a home-cooked
chicken dinner with all the
trimmings was party fare for
Asher West, 12533 - 56th Ave.,
Surrey, when he celebrated
his 97th birthday last week.
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And when it comes election down to Colebrook school to
time, Hilda and her brother vole.
takes a hal-hour walk every Ie has never smoked, but
day up the road and back, ©njoys a glass of wine or
using two canes as a safety ‘stout. ;{e h_as no hobbies ex-
precaution hecause he suffers CEPt listening to the radio,
from arthritis. since his poor eyesight pre-

Still exceptionally active, he

takes a half-hour walk every
day up the road and back,
using two canes as a salety
precaution because he suffers
from arthritis.

Always jolly, and displaying
a good sense of humor, he en-
jovs daily visits from neigh-
bors, but leads a ecompara-
tively quiet life on his 2t-
acre farm on Panorama
Ridge.

A neighbor who had lived
next door for 37 years, Miss
Hilda Vale, does all his shop-
ping for him, and goes across
each evening to cook his sup-
per. Mr. West makes his
other meals himself and looks
after his own needs.

vents him from reading or
By WINNIFRED THORPE

watching television.
Columbian Staff Reporter  After arriving m Surrey

- - —— with his wife in the early "0s
Always jolly, and displaying from a farm in Cevlon, Sask.,
a good sense of humor, he en- po oyltivated a big garden
jovs daily visils from neigh- and kept a flock of chickens,
bors, but leads a compara- specializing in bantams as a
tively quiet life om his 2%- hobhy.
acre farm on Panorama Long after most men retire,
‘Ridge. he worked as a mechanic at a
A neighbor who had lived Vancouver cannery.
next door for 37 years, Miss The Wests had no children,
Hilda Vale, does all his shop- and his wife died in 1935
ping for him, and goes across He thinks little of this him-
each evening to cook his sup- self, but to his neighbors who
per. Mr. West makes his keep a waichful eye on him,
other meals himself and looks Asher West is a “pretty won-
after his own needs, derful chap” who has seen a
And when it comes election lot of changes since he first
time, Hilda and her brother made Surrev his home.
William take him with them



