GRAMPA IN THE FIRST WAR - “CHAPTER” 2
Active Militia - Internment camp guard - 1916

Surprisingly after his injury in France, Grampa (Private John West) signed up again, this time with
the Canadian Active Militia, serving continuously in the Internment Camp as Guard in Jasper,
Alberta from January 1 to March 14th, 1916, when he was discharged. (See the handwritten note in
the upper left corner “Character Very Good”).

(See also Attestation paper, December 8, 1915)

Internment in Canada

When the First World War began in 1914, there was widespread
suspicion in Canada that immigrants from enemy countries - Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and later Turkey and Bulgaria— might be disloyal.
Labelling them “enemy aliens,” the federal government passed
regulations which allowed it to monitor and even intern some of

these immigrants. Merchant marines and military reservists were also
interned. During and immediately after the war, 8,579 enemy aliens
were interned as prisoners of war across the country.

The Camps
Women and children were not subject to internment, yet some had little

choice and accompanied their male relatives into the camps. Only two,
Spirit Lake (pictured) and Vernon, were set up to receive families.
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Meaiveil, Chasboy 13 Mg 1914 30 Mevesber 1W1E Essimgratis Hall

[ — 16 g 1584 1 Slirerrmiber 1517 oo Hiemry
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REFORT BY Major A, B, Hopkins,
Comsanding Internment Camp,
Jusper. Alta,
0¥ WORK DOWE BY FRIGOMERS OF WAR DURING TIE WKEX ENDINO Teb. 26th, 1916,

Monday, 2lst, 128 nrlnuu eutting posts in the bush,
20 = ::I.“!.M water main at Jusper, "
emainderof prisoners hauling water, sawing wood
finlshing and clearing in asd l!l-i c-lonll:.

Tussday,22nd, 128 prtnun eutting posts in the bush,
20 digging water main at Jasper,
Remminder of prisoners building fenee gate in Camp,
hauling w atar, sawing weod, flllul.lll and slearing
in snd around Camp,

Vednenday,23rd, lzb prisoners cutting posts in the bush,
digging water main at Jasper.
Remainder of prisoners bullding fenoce gate in Camp,
hauling weter, sawing wood, finishing and clearing
in and around Camp generally,

Thureday, 24th, 125 prlleuﬂ sutting femos posts in the bush,
working on - Pipe line at Jasper.
1‘ . hauling Cinders,
Remaindsr of priscners hauling water, cutting wood,
finiching and clearing in and around Casp generslly

Friday, 26th, Luo prisoners cutting femoce posts in the bush,
workind on pipe line at Jasper,
aa = repairing Athabasca River Brﬂn and gut-

ting ice around plers,
lTemainder of prisonsrs hauling -nur. cutting wood,
finiehing and clearing in and around Camp generally

Baturday, 26th, 100 prinoners cutting fence posts in the bush,
-} working on ¥ipe line at Jasper,
25: = repairing Athabasca River I‘:I'l.ogg and cute
ting ice around plers,
Hemainder of prieconere hauling water, cutting wood,
finishing and clearing in and around Camp generally

= . P, Prisoners washing their clothing, eto, and cleaning
generally,
Bunday, 27tp, Bunday routine wan cbesrved and some priscners

hauling water and bringing in fire wood for
general purposes.

4. €. LepAlie,

Major,
Commanding Internment Camp



