
Grampa in the First War - “Chapter” 2
active militia - internment camp guard - 1916

Surprisingly after his injury in France, Grampa (Private John West) signed up again, this time with 
the Canadian Active Militia, serving continuously in the Internment Camp as Guard in Jasper, 
Alberta from January 1 to March 14th, 1916, when he was discharged. (See the handwritten note in 
the upper left corner “Character Very Good”).          (See also Attestation paper, December 8, 1915)

Internment in Canada

When the First World War began in 1914, there was widespread 
suspicion in Canada that immigrants from enemy countries – Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, and later Turkey and Bulgaria– might be disloyal. 
Labelling them “enemy aliens,” the federal government passed 
regulations which allowed it to monitor and even intern some of 
these immigrants. Merchant marines and military reservists were also 
interned. During and immediately after the war, 8,579 enemy aliens 
were interned as prisoners of war across the country.

The Camps

Women and children were not subject to internment, yet some had little 
choice and accompanied their male relatives into the camps. Only two, 
Spirit Lake (pictured) and Vernon, were set up to receive families.


