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A page from each singer’s diary for a specific day

on the tour follows. Little has been edited in order

to show the range of perspectives (from Sister

Theresa to Attilla the Hun) and the various writing
styles (from Wordsworth to stream of unconsciousness. )

THE RECORDINGS:

Patti and Allan Thorpe. A 90 minute composite cassette tape
taken from most tour venues including the entire NCRV Dutch
Radio broadcast.







THE DIARIES:

HONDAY, MAY II AKD TUESDAY MAY 12 - Flight from Victoria/Vancouver to London, Heathrow; Bus trip to Taunton

- The longest day! The Mores wake up in a motel in Everett,
¥ashington, {shades of other Chamber GSingers’ tours). The
bestapo at the Canadian border turn out to be pussvcate,
helping our day iemens=ly. We drop our two vehiclies and a
year of accumeiated stuff off at sy brother’s in North
Vancouver and out to the airport. Will everybody show up?
Will the new singers get on with the old singers? Kill the
eusic come together? Will the piane’s wings grow hair? My
sing whirls with guestions, some sane, sose not.  There they
are': FPatti, Alan, John, Deanna, 5as - I can feel wmyself
starting to rela for the first tiee in several weeks. (If 1
nor, we could have a guartet.) Check-in, such anigated
! then.... there's Brian, Anne, Maureen, Bill and 3
es) THREE Karens. It's definitely beginning to fesl
like a choir again! More excited conversation (this group 1is
going to top even last year’s group for energy.) On to the
piane, the usuzl stuff, siept entirely through the movie (I
hear 1 didn't mics euch). Landing at Heathrow on Tuesday
morning - it really doesn’t feel like tomorrow at all. There's
the rest of thes, EVERY SINSLE DAMK OXE OF THEM' O.k., MWore
it's up to you now - no excuses. Onto a bus and off to
Tauntocn, with a stop 4or a few mosents of silent prayer at
Stonehenge. Arrive at Richard Huish (pronounced Hue - ish
Colliege. Meet Chris Banks, a delightful and extremely well
organized "Brit® susic teacher at the College (grade 11 and 12
equivalent). Off to our billets. Chris and Kair Banks have &
good sized house and 4 kids. At first I wonder how I'm  ever
going to meke it with all the noise, but after about an hour,
the love and husour thet coses cut of it all makes se feel vers
such at home. Real kindred spirits, the Bankses. It’s going

to be a grezt tour! - BRUCE MORE.
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WEDNESDAY, MA&Y 13 - & hours of rehearsals at College; Pub Evening
[ay started early - about 4 am for me, as [ couldn’t
sleep. Insomnia provided & neat introduction to the
British Isles! Cereal for breakfast, then off to Richard
Huish College 4or rehearsal. It's sc good being back with
t th hough strenuous, the choir
took a such deserved break fros
5 to 1:3¢.  Spent the tiee in town center cashing
traveiler’s chegues trying unsuccessfuily to become
accustosed to traffic charging
direction. Morer f 3-4:15, then exploring
downtown until 5:15. Dinner at home, then a blowout of an
evening at a local pub, with the Michael Kuish Chamber
"
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at you fros the opposite
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Sinpers, drinking whatever and playing skittles, an
ancient gaee of 9-pin bosling with crooked flocr, balls
{and players by the tiee we got around to playing). Met

’

£
coms great pecple and the food (sandwiches and appetizers)
Were C.k. bpeer and their werld-famous cider were stars of
the evening,  Evervbocy seewed quickly established into a

e of joviality which carried through the evening -

| hengovers anticipated - JOHK OBERHOFFNER.




THURSDAY, HKAY 14 - b hours of rehearsals

v

- fiwoke to another green Taunton sorning, somewhat wet, but beautiful. Today we had our morning rehearsal at the Albermarie Centre,
which was just a few minutes walk fros the city centre. A usual rehearsal with a few Chi warmups led by Bruce anc our first
crack at singing "ho walk in Beauty", while walking at the same tiee! SUARY MONSTE At lunch time, we had a guick hike back

to Richard Hhuish i

find a place to buy a cur
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tal
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t just in tise for one of their great lunches (Sharon and 1 were almost late because we had to
Both of ours blew up the sase morning!) Had another rehearsal in the afternocon, then went hoze
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with our billets for a wonderful hour of scones, clotted creaw, jam and tea. Atter dinner, everyone spent the evening with their

billets, many wert to lo Our billets took us to the south coast, to a beautiful town called Lyse Regis. The entire town
iz built on the side of a looks onto the ocean, We had a fantast;c walk in the sez air, and then returned to where we were
staying and headed to & nearby pub for & quick cider. R totally awesoms day! - KAREN WILTSE.

FRIDAY, MAY 15 - rehearse 4 hours; 10 AN concert (#1)- 400 students; B PN concert (#2) at 15th C. church: St. Mary’s

Toda 1 at 9:00 AK at Richard Kuish College. Then at we did & short 20 einute corcert for the
They were a grest autience and seesed to really enjoy our music - especially Keewayoin. ({They all walked around singing
{nr tf: rest of the day.! We then rehearsed for ancther hour before we dississed for another excellent and chesg lunch

id. The atternoon wa
a

LE; an as usual with a rehearsal

¢ spent rehearsing at 5t. HMary®s Church in Taunton for our concert in the evening. The
wE all frr:e. tLt the rehearsal went well and we were all get";: very excited about doing our first
t

\\\\\\\\\\\\\i,

0 where we rested, ate dinner, and prepared for our concert,
in Beauty" and sang through about half of our programke. ke
erc and it was very successful.,  They were really good for a
ed. Then we finished the prograsze off with the rest of our

oncert uen‘. over eitresely well. They loved us! We were all so hyped u:’
"Maiscn Arms® and drank lots of cider and lots of beer and
uc the Britich version of all of our dirty words. (eg. rumpy,
iliets and students were really great. We were lucky to have

d ahe Magnificat double chorus with the Richard Huish Chagber Sing
high echool choir,  The
isic, ending of course with i
and ready to pariy sc all the bill te ed
pereraily just had a gree* gz, [ gt two English blokes who taucht
dosser - figure thes out for vourself The b
2
|

cuch grest peopie! - SHARON FERNE.
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SATURDAY, MAY 16 - bus.trip to Canterbury.
We gathered in front of the Richard Huish College for the last tiee, and after a rousing chorus of "It's Chris® (Chris Banks), w
were off. The first part of our trip with bus driver David Joyce was on lxu‘ter access motorways, where we continued to marvel &

=

l\\((\\\\\\\\\\\\1\\\\\\\\

the brilliant colors of the countryside. Ot course we knew where the green was coming froe, since we'd received a fair amount of
scisture too!  Fielde of yellow ia (rape') were interspersed with horsec, sheep and cattle. Shortiv after 11 &% we turned onto
@ narrow 2-lang ro t venn Mill, in an area of wille which had been run by Bruce’s maternal an;==tnr5 for 20
years, The current home, so after a brief hesitation, the Z3 of us tried tc trample as little ac possitbie whiie
exploring the grounds and photog the window of the rooe in which Bruce’s sother had b en born, e then witnessed a

graphir E
jurtaposition of energy sources - not far froe the mill we passed the Didcot Nuciear Fower Fiant! En route to our lunch s
Henley-on-Thages (pub lunch or grocery store, de;erd'nc upon the size of one’s walleti, we listened to most of the recording
the previous night’s concert. It was particularly thrilling to hear the English pieces while exploring the country of their crigin.
st of us caucht a glispse of Windsor Castle and of the Kent County Fair before the bus was forced to negotizte the narrom winding
ts of Carie't:'y. Ke finally located our host contact at Christ Church Coliege, Grenville Hancox, who was searching for our

cr

d briefly to explore places like the famous cathedral or to eschange soney {at Safewsv,
ia, where we conscied ocurselves over the lack of an evening concert. HMost then went
T4k o
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cert that upstaged us - the St.
The dimensions of the enoreocus church are such that the eusic arrived at the r

- CONNIE MORE

though 7 of us braved the chilly air to zttend the con



SUNDAY, MAY 17 - day off in Canterbury and London. Dinner in Canterbury at “Bandhi’s"

Keily and Richard Langley own a beautiful 11th C. row house in
Canterbury. I awoke in a roos with the original wooden beams
lining the walls and the original fireplace (so big that vyou
could roast @ whole pig in it) beside me. Apparently the house
had been renovated twice, once in the 18th C and again about
1977. The original doorways are about 5 ft. tall cospared with
the 7 ft. 1Bth C. docrways that open onto the second floor
acdition.  (I’m sure Richard, whe stands well over 6 ft. tall
has fun with those.) The children have a few pets including 2
cate, 3 rats, 1 hasster, 1 or 2 rabbits. It’s hard to keep
track. The choir rehearsed at 9 today. The rehearsal was
short to aliow the #ajority of the group to visit London for
the day. A few people, however, chose to stay in Canterbury.
Bill, Ben & I set out to find the sights. We wandered through
Kings College, & very old and prestigious privately run school,
just as clesses were changing,  The buildings are very old anc
are mostly boys so the few girls, cloaked in
black, looked almost like witches moving through the sea of
black suits. The odd profesor stoocd socializing in the
courtyard, dressed in & full gown and hood. It was a trip
through time. We ended up in one of the libraries, a s#all
roog, where & tiger head and hide was displayed on the wall and
beside it a plague comsemcrating the san who “downed® the great
treature on some exotic safari, I, in ey usual ravenous state,
decided to return to ay billets for lunch. On the way, I case
across 5t Frances Hospital(?) It, like most of the buildings
in downtown Canterbury, is a very old structure. It sust date
trow the iith or {Zth Century. The ceilings were coved and
there was a sgall chapel upstairs,  When I arrived hose, Helly had a pot of stew on. I filled sy stosach and continued on sy tour
of the city. I wet Bill and Ben at Canterbury Cathedral. We walked amongst the tosbs of the archbishops, kings and dignitaries,
ventured down into the silent crypt and out intc the gardens. Ben stayed to sketch and Bill and I decided to continue looking
arcund.  We ended up at the Weaver’s house next to the dunking stool.  The dunking ritual was the ancient test for witches. Those
who were dunked and drowned were not witches, of course, while those who
survived must be wilches and therefore suffered a worse death by burning or
stoning.  (bood oid English logic.) We rented a ssall rowboat, close by, and
successfully mancuvered the boat downstress.  The trick, however was getting
back. Atter wrestling with the cars and playing buaper-boats with the iocals,
we took to the land and walked until we got to the monument that overlooks the
city. A bit tired, we headed back tc find Ben at the Cethedral, but he had :
Gisappeared so we decided to look for "Bandhi’s® restaurant and then go  back
to Helly's for tea. That evening the choir gathered at "Bandhi’s” courtesy of
the "Hot Dog Lady.® It was very *curry” but left se hungry. ANNE BATEMAN

HONDAY, MAY 18 - bus and ferry trip Amsterdas
Had 1o eeet at the ridiculous hour of 7 AWM. The bus ride to the ferry was .
uneventful, but we aleost left Karen and Mark in the lugpage cospartesnt of 'Y
the coach. Had a rehearsal on board on the way to Zeebrugge, and Bruce took !
the title in the hearts chaspionship. We drove to Amsterdam and arrived at

h the infamous Bob's Youth Hostel,  We had to clisb about 300 stairs with all

our luggage. The rooms were OK, but it was so cold, people wore all their
clothes to bed. We all went our separate wayc for dinmer, but there was a
party in the girle’ roop afterwards.  Bruce and Fatti told terrible jokes and
karen and Sandra told us about being propositioned by fat, wrinkly prostitutes
in the rec light district. - NANCY COX.




TUESDAY, MAY 19 - bus trip to Hilversus, then Bonn. Radio recording for NCRV in Saint Vitus Church. (#3)
We awcke this sorning after actually surviving a night at Bob’s Youth Hostel.  They
served us a pretty decent breakfast of scrasbled egge, bread and jam, juice, coffee and
tea. 1 was impresced! We boarded the bus and took a short tour of Assterdas with our
bus driver, Jon. He had fun practising his English for us as our tour guide. Then
continued to drive to Hilversus arriving at 9:30 where we rehearsed for an hour be1ure
beginning our recording sessicn for NCRV. We were HOT as usual! The recording was
excellent, At 1:00 we were wined and dined by the NCRV people. (We found cut later that
we were the first North Aeerican cheir to have been contracted by thes since the “Bredg
Sgith Singers" 12 years earlier.) What a meal! He started with soup, then salad. Our
gain course was veal with potatoes and vegetables, then to top it off we had fresh
ctrawberries and creass for dessert. We sang a rousing "It’s NCRV" that mzkes the worle
ind" before b;w*Ang pur faresel We all had a wonderful buzz froa the wine, and
ride to Bonn was & rather ene ruet) {and needless to say) - loud one. The sun
ning (for once) sc we cpened up the sun roof. Later, as everyone caleed down, we

back ®assages and snoozed., I would say it was one of the aore interesting bus

»-Am

1l
When we arrived in Bonn, eost of us eet up with our billets and went our
waye for the evening Karen and I as well as Mark, Don, Deanna, fnne and the

1 ended up at Bill anj Efa ¥indergan's for a wonderful dinner of meats, ches
bread as well as hoseeade pizza. For dessert we had a wonderful berean cake.
was glad to see the Kindermans again and we spent the evening catching uf.
area, Karen and I left at 9:00 PH to
"

F
to her apartsent across the bridge in Bonn-Beule,
ganized so we called it a day and went to bec. SHARDN FERNE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 - Sight seeing in Bonn. Rehearsal and concert (#4) in Schlosskirche at U. of Bonn - 7 encores.
Well, sp far Bonn seses grest (We've only been here one day!) Our hosts are really great also. Scae of the hiosts are froa the
Canadian embassy, so at least we all speak Emplish. It seess funny to be in Bermany and eating like we're in Canada (24 silk and

w

everything). We had a rehearsel this sorning at the Schl losskirche. It’s a really nice church; it lets everything rinc. The
rehearsal went well (a foreshadow of tonight’s concert which I u111 get to soon).  Everyone went their own way after lunch at the ""
Mensa. I think & iot of people went shopping or just wandered There are a couple of open markets here that are rea}'. ‘
i l nd there are millions of little shops and boutigues. T sf
-

da .
nteresting. Also a lot of the streetc here are pedestrian streets
churches are gorgeous too.  The zajority of the qrou; get around 3 PR
to see and read about. Unfortunately it was all in German but I'm sure that for those of us who could understand, it was grea
Actuaily with Bill Kindersan there, alsost any que>t1’= we had could be answered. After the tour, we split up again. Sose
went to the Mensz apain for cinmer while others went back to their hosie places to get ready for the concert. The COWCER

e and they were all so enthusiastic! I don’t know if we sang exceptionally

al n
to go to Beethovenhaus. Ii’s guite an exciting place. Lot
s
L

'
¢ L i
cure thought so!  We did 5 encores {all the repertoire we were allowed to sing in the church). Then we to

not but jdience o

thee all outcide and sang the : husorous choruses. Even after we'd sung through cur entire repertpire, they still wanted aore. It
was a very exhiliarating esperience, having people enjoy the perforsance so such. We joined our host choir at a bar for a fen
grinks and had a reslly good tll: finding out about thes, the University and the city. MAUREEN BARRY

THURSDAY, MAY 21 - Sight seeing in Bonn. Overnight train to Vienna.
Beaan with the first poscible "sleep-in® on the tour.  The three or four people aissing Hungarian entry/exit vis sct at the
unozrian Consulate in Bonn at §:00 AK.  They were much relieved to discover that, thanks to Connie’s 1nterv5nt1on in Hungarian,
he:' 1nux»1dua1 cost would be 10 DX rather than the guoted S0DM. For the rest of us, sieeping, shapping, and sight-seeing were the
order for most of the day. e met at Schicsskirche at 3PN for a sosewhat painful rehearcal of "the Seasens® and of the Mozart
"Reocuizs®. Dinmer at the Memsa was apparently guite edible - unlike that of the previous evening! We all met at the sain trai

tion at B FM that night - our train was due to leave at 9:05 FM. In preparation for this journey, most of us had bought cheese,
brezd and & bottle or two (0.F. three!) of wine. We were all staying in the same car gxcept for Maureen - bad luck, but sh
apparently had an interesting evening anyway. Aiter an garly thrill, seeing the many floodiit tasties on the Rhine, about ten or
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drinking, singing and 3;7~'a.1y Fﬂéilﬁg RETTY

eleven of us ended up in one couchette: unfortunately, our couchette was located ne
to the one assigred to those people who wanted to gel some cieep! Our apologies agein.  We arrived in Vienna pale, exhausted, and
quite hungaver {could have been the whiskey, sight have been the gin...) after ten hours. It was an experience’ - SANDRA BROWK




FRIDAY, WAY 2Z - Train arrives in Vienna - sight seeing - first rehearsal with Berkeley.

Not esactly sure when yesterday ended and today began. I think we started drinking last night (everything and anything) and
finished this AM. "Anc last night? Just another average night!® We've eaten encugh bread and cheese to keep us regular till 5t.
Moritz ard with Colin in his top, bubbly, unstable shape of mind, our cabin rocked for several hours (sorry Alexis), Discovery: -
Brian has wonderful legs. Hour long dilessa: where will Deanna and Colin finally decide to sleep? (This all took place this AN.)
Once we decided which evil twin lived in which castle we drained the last dregs of Colin’s cheap wine and slept - sort of. We
finally left our rocking beds at B and proceeded to see nothing of Vienna as our eyes were still closed. We wet up with the U, Cal.
Berkeley Glee club on arrival at the hotel.  When John finally stopped hugging Megan, we ate dinmer, (I think there was a sildly
frightening rehearsal in there scmewhere,) having had breakfast on arrival and a very rainy visit to the fabulous Schloss
Schonbrurn. I dodged around tour groups from room to room in the palace. Observation: I think we should ecve the "Marooch® {St.
Meritz Disco) to that tclA roce and really dance! I didn’t go out that night and I can’t resesber if we had Schnitzel or net,
however I think that it’s safe to ascume that we did.  Furthersore, one say safely assume that Don and Mark drank Scotch, Sae drank
out of pint size glasses, Colin introduced Berkeley to CALVIN, Nancy drank with Patti, whilst Allan practiced and Hilary went to bed
early. 1 krow I did. KAREN PATTULLD

SATURDAY, MAY 23 - Bes trip to Budapest, evening concert (#3) and party with 'Bullder s Chorus®.
We left at 9AK this sorning to start our trip to Hungary. The g :
bus trip was uneventful, hot and tiring as usual, We were

greeted by the conductor and a few mesbers of the Hungarian §
"Chorus of Builders" and their kids at @ gas station just
before entering These people were great - we had
sope flaky rells and & shooter of apricot brandy on the bus.
K i thes to the center of Budapest

2t a welcome!  We followe
were we got off the bus and visited the Basilica of St
Stephen. It wac quite amazing, all the architecture is very
old but gorgecus. We even got to see the beginning of a
wedding,  From there we walked to the subwey (one of the first
in Europe! and ook it to Hero's Sguare. The conductor’s wife: )
Vera showed ue around and really knew a lot about the city, she &)
pinted out all kinds of interesting things. e were treated ;
to funch at a nice restaurant then boarded the bus for a quick
sightsesing tour on the way to our hotel, & beautiful resort s y . - ‘
belonging to the Hungarian Builder’s Union on the banks of the Danube river. Ne sp=nf a short tllE uett;n\ orgnnx:er at the hute..
then left to go to the Hungarian’s rehearsal place for an inforeal concert, dinner and party afterward. The concert was very
enjoyable and the party even more so. We ate, drank and sang....benerally had & grest day. - MAUREEN GARRY.

SUNDAY, MAY 24 - Sight-seeing, noon concert (#6) at Bartok house, evening concert (#7) at Franz Liszt Recital Hall.

For the first tise since Hilversum, we awoke to a beautiful sunny day. After
a short Hungarian breakfast (salasi before noon?) we were herded into a bus
for sightseeing,  We saw the Farliasent buildings, and in Buda, the castle
and church on the hill top, where souvenir shopping was the favourite
pastise. Our guide was fzirly closed-mouthed about the role of the Soviets in
Hungary - since the revolution, she said, they have not been a fixture in
Hungarian politics - we'll never know for certain, After sightseeing, all
thres choirs sang for each other at Bartok mescrial house. We did Komorous's
Li Ching Chao wadrigals in this charsing little space, cosplete with & statue
of Bela looking on. We moved through the rooes of the Bartok house, saw his
piano ané manuscripts et ceters, and then descended like starving locusts
upon the poor music store that had been opened especially for us on this
Sunday. All Editio Musice Budapest editions cost virtuaily nothing, and even
the western editions were considerably cheaper. Most pecple bought huge
packs of scores, but spent only from $15-30. After a very late lunch we
trooped back to our dormitory and prepared for our 6:30 FM (!) concert at the
Franz LlIszt Recital Hall. The house was packed. We experienced the
Hurgarian synchronized applause on several orcasions. Especially for Turct,
our Kodaly piece, which really brought the house down. That and one of the
Komorous pileces served as encores- Turot at about 40% faster than recossend government speed limits, I'wm sure! & Late supper at
§ in our favourite restaurant, cosplete with more of that apricot fire-water with which they sade us feel so welcome.  We were
treated to a show of Hungarian fiddlers and dancers (gypsy tvpes I think), and John Oberhoffner was forced to do the terrifying and
ceath-defying beer bottle dance, for which he was awarded a priceless jar of Hungarian paprika, to the envicus stares of all near




